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Description

Beard's interpretation proposes that the Framers of the Federal Constitution were motivated
primarily by economic concerns. This argument was widely held until the late 1950s, when it
was gradually undermined by later research, much of it stimulated by his work. Altho most
scholars today see the origins of therevolution in terms of the history of ideas, especially
republicanism, Beard's work remains fundamental & has insured a continued focus on the
economic aspect of the nation's establishment, as well as a wider awareness of the role of
economic interests in history.
Charles A. Beard (1874-1948] was one of the most influential American historians of the 1st half
of the 20th century. A founder of The New School for Social Research, he was the author of
several works including The Supreme Court & the Constitution (1912), Economic Origins of
Jeffersonian Democracy (1915) & The Rise of American Civilization (1927), cowritten with his
wife, the historian Mary Beard.

Insightful reviews

Emily Ekins: Excellent Excellent! I don't understand why people call him a marxist. I think his
historical analysis is an example of the embodiment of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations. It's not
the baker's altruism that puts bread on the table, its his self interest. The same goes for the
framers of the Constitution. They structured such solid institutions because the lack of federal
government intervention in the early colonies helped various groups get rich. It makes a lot of
sense that those same groups would want to help solidify institutions which helped them
maintain and increase their wealth. It turns out that the same institutions that helped make them
rich made the country rich too.

Brandon Nelson: Charles Beard's analysis of the process of the framing and ratification of the
Constitution of the United States influenced the way historians examined not only the
Constitution but also other facets of American history. Beard argued that the delegates to the
Constitutional Convention were not disinterested participants in the process. They had
immediate economic interest in seeing its adoption.
Originally published in 1913 during the tumultuous years of the Progressive Party, Beard's book
is a revision of the earlier "jurist" period in which historians argued that the Constitution emerged
from "the whole people." Beard, a Progressive historian, argued that this interpretation did not
give a clear picture of the divisiveness of the Constitution. He argued that economic interests
largely determined who supported and who opposed the Constitution.
Beard further argued that this study was not a definitive study. He acknowledged that it would
generate more questions than it answered. His purpose was, in large part, to suggest future
avenues of inquiry.
While Beard's book does introduce an important facet in the framing of the Constitution, I think it
does have limitations. Economics clearly influences the course of history, but Beard's dualistic
approach is problematic. In keeping with Progressive historiography, he portrays history as an
on-going battle between a narrow wealthy class and everybody else. While there is clearly some
truth to this model, it is extremely simplistic. The book was lacking in research as well, a
limitation Beard acknowledged. It served its purpose, however, in highlighting an economic facet



 

of the process of the framing and ratification of the Constitution of the United States.

Jim Drewery: An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States by Charles A.
Beard, shattered previous visions of the revolutionary era long promulgated by nineteenth
century historians when it was first published in 1913. It was criticized roughly for degrading the
constitution, sullying American ideals, and its marxist leanings which suggested an elitist
conspiracy to check what they saw as an unbridled gallop toward mob rule and anarchy by the
unwashed and illiterate masses. It was widely accepted by the progressive minded of the day
who were more than willing to see the suggested vision of the self interested hypocrisy of the
founding generation and heralded it as a shining example progressive historical investigation.
This is completely understandable, given the dominance of progressive thought within both the
academy and the nation at large during that era, hinged with the growing fears of anarchists and
communism influence as well. Any criticism of the work appears largely misplaced however,
given the author's humble admission in the preface that the work was“frankly fragmentary” and
meant “to suggest new lines of historical research rather than to treat the subject in an
exhaustive fashion.”(v) Thus clearly Beard intended this to be the beginning, rather than the
end of the quest of the full truth of our nation's founding and from that perspective it has been
an unqualified success this reviewer feels.
As suggested by its title this is in a sense a detective story of following the trail of money and
influence backwards from the adoption of the constitution and the establishment of the
American republican democracy. Central to the study were then newly available records of the
US Treasury, which documented the means by which many of the constitutional signers, made
striking personal gains via bonds which were issued for the public funding the collective war
debts amassed during the revolution. The author makes use of contemporary letters,
pamphlets, and other primary sources presented in eleven chapters of well researched if not
page turning prose to convincingly substantiate four main conclusions. First that the Constitution
was chiefly advocated by a handful of special interests he described as,“money, public
securities, manufactures, and trade and shipping.” Secondly there was no popular vote to call
the Constitutional Convention, nor to draft the document and even if there had been the “large
property-less mass” was disenfranchised by existing law anyway. Perhaps most ruffling to the
feathers of many in the field though was his final assertion that nearly all of the convention
delegates were “immediately, directly, and personally interested in, and derived economic
advantages from, the establishment of the new system.”(324)
The work is clearly directed at an academic audience, which Beard wrote that he hoped “may
be encouraged to turn away from barren "political" history to a study of the real economic forces
which condition great movements in politics.”(v) Thus an objective viewer can well surmise that
far from being upset at having much of his thesis refuted by future generations of consensus
and intellectual historians, including most notably Forrest McDonald, the author was probably
quite happy to see them finally taking up the trail of academic inquiry for which he had laid the
basis.
The very fact that a just over a hundred years after it was written, Beard's work is still on the
reading lists and being discussed in graduate seminars in American history stands as a fitting
testament to the work's influence on the field. As is the host of new fields and sub-fields of
social, economic, and other specializations which have progressive roots which have since
sprang forth and flourished. Regardless of which side of the historiographical fence one views
American history from, this should be considered an important piece of scholarship which boldly



 

challenged existing ideas and encouraged the enrichment of the field. Thus it will likely remain a
must read for all scholars interested seriously in the genre and was selected to be digitized to
preserve it and insure it will continue to be freely accessible by future generations of scholars.
Beard, Charles A. An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States. 1921.
New York: Macmillan, Digitized 2008. Google Books. Web. 21 Feb. 2014.

Fredrick Danysh: Beard addresses economics in dating to the USA structure and the way
economics effect its interpretation. can be learn with a duplicate of the structure handy.

Adam: Charles A. Beard, an early 19th–century historian, proposes the idea that of studying the
motivations of creating and writing the United States' structure how it used to be written—with an
emphasis on estate rights—by analyzing the framers' financial stipulations either earlier than and
after the founding of the newly unified nation.What he argues is that the main influential of the
framers have been contributors of the social and financial periods which have been such a lot
without delay benefitted from the protections as written within the States' founding
document.Published in 1913, many of the themes mentioned include a truly admitted
incompleteness. The learn used to be prepare as an creation to a brand new state of mind
approximately founding history; meant to motivate different historians to examine the doubtless
untouchable characters of our founding period with a skeptical eye, reading their reasons and
activities as they were, no longer as we would like them to be.I wouldn't suggest this quantity to
these trying to take their first dive into American founding history. it is rife with unfiltered
quotations, charts and balances copied instantly out of treasury files and virtually no advent to
strategies of seventeenth century type differences and treasury bond investments.If you are
conversant in founding heritage already, this can be a nice learn that allows you to open you
eyes to new possibilities.

Theadora: i did not comprehend a few things, simply because 'political speech' is tough for me
to understand. To be honest, the single means i used to be capable of get this publication used
to be simply because i am taking govt in school. Perhaps, though, i'll turn into greater at
knowing govt and so forth via studying books resembling this.
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